ARTICLE Xill
SIGNS

SECTION 1300 PURPOSE

The purpose of this section shall be to: establish standards for the design, size and location of
signs; establish the review, approval and permit procedures for all signs; regulate the construction
and maintenance of signs; and provide for the removal of any unauthorized signs placed within
road rights-of-way. All signs within the Township shall conform to the provisions of this Article.

SECTION 1301 DEFINITIONS

The definitions which shall apply in the construction and application of this article are specified in
Section 200 - Definitions under the definition of “Sign”.

SECTION 1302 BASIC REQUIREMENTS - ALL DISTRICTS

The following requirements are applicable to all signs in any district;

A Approval Required

Approval and issuance of a building permlt
alteratlon or relocatson of any sign, wn , requ

5 2.+Site plan review and approval shall be requ:red for all signs
with a proposed development which is required to receive site plan

requ' d pnor to tion, instal tion,

propoSéd in

review and approval.

B. Construction and Maintenance
All signs shall be constructed and maintained in compliance with all local building codes
and applicable laws and shall be of sturdy construction to withstand normal natural
elements. Signs which have missing letters, burned out illumination elements or other
damaged or missing parts shall be considered improperly maintained.

C. Signs in Rights-of-way

1.
a. Signs provided by local, county, state or federal governments.
b. Required legal notices.
C. Mailboxes and newspaper delivery boxes.
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2. All signs located in a right-of-way or easement which are not removed following a
written correction notice may be removed by the Township and a fee assessed
against the persons responsible for its placement, including the owners of the
property and sign, sign erector and advertising agency, if applicable. Such fee shall
cover all the costs of pickup, storage, legal and administrative processing. Signs
located in, projecting into or overhanging a public right-of-way or easement may be
removed immediately by the Township if such sign poses a clear safety hazard
either physically or due to blockage of view.

D. Clear Vision Area

No sign shall be erected, established or maintained which will obstruct the view of vehicles
and/or pedestrians at intersections with other roadways or driveways in conformance with
the provisions of Sections 1201 and 1202. This minimum open area may be increased by
the Township due to topography or other site characteristics.

E. Sign Area

Area of a sign shall be determined by multiplying the height, including ornamental features,
times the width, including omamental features. For a circle, the sign area shall be
determined from the outer circumference. For a sign which consists of individual letters or
other graphic components the area shall be calculated by multiplying the height times the
length of a rectangle that would fully enclose all the letters and other graphic components of
the sign. For a sign which consists of parallel panels facing in opposite directions, the area
of the largest of the panels shall be used in calculating the area of the sign. Any sign with
three or more panels facing in opposite directions that are not parallel shall be cause for
each separate panel to be included in determining the sign area. The maximum size of a
sign is also dependent upon the width of the site upon which it is located. These
requirements are set forth in the respective district standards.

F. Moving Signs
Moving signs are limited to those which provide alternating time and temperature or
financial indexes. Any moving sign shall be limited to one color of illumination and no more
than two (2) revolutions, changes or movements per minute.

G. Sign Lighting
When provided, sign lighting should be of an interior nature (backlighting). Where, due to
physical, aesthetic or other reasons related to the need and purpose of the sign, exterior

lighting is utilized, all such lighting shall be designed and shielded to avoid any glare onto
adjacent property or rights of way and to prevent distractions to motorists or pedestrians.
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H. Vehicle Signs

Signs painted on, or otherwise affixed to, trucks, trailers or other vehicles shall be subject to
the requirements set forth herein for portable signs unless all of the following conditions are
met:

1. The vehicle or trailer has a valid license.

2. The vehicle or trailer is operable and used for transportation, deliveries and/or
services related to the principal permitted use which is the subject of the sign.

3. The vehicle or trailer is actively used in such a fashion which requires it to be off the
site on a daily basis.

4, Any vehicle which fails to meet these conditions or is parked on the site during non-
business hours and which is permitted to be stored on the site under the provisions
of the zoning classification in which it is located shall be parked in the rear yard in
an area not visible from adjacent rights-of-way.

I Fees

Fees for site plan review and/or building permits are established by the Township Board
and must be paid in full prior to issuance of any permit for erection or placement of a sign.

J. Abandoned Signs

Signs and mountings which have been abandoned shall be removed by the sign owner of
the premises. Abandoned signs for the purposes of this ordinance shall mean:

1. Any temporary sign which relates to a use or event which has ceased to exist for
thirty (30) or more days;

2. Any permanent sign which related to a building, use or event which has been vacant
or inactive for a period of six (6) months or more. A business or activity which is
temporarily inactive due to a change in ownership or management, or due to the
seasonal nature of the use shall not be deemed abandoned unless the vacancy or
inactivity exceeds one (1) year.

K. Prohibited Signs
Signs prohibited in all districts include:

1. Roof signs.
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2. Signs containing flashing, intermittent or moving lights. This provision is not
intended to exclude signs which give the time or temperature or have other
changeable copy with no flashing messages, symbols, or characters and where the
display is not changed more than once every 30 seconds (See Section 1302 F).

3.  «Signs-affixed-to-trees; rocks;-shrubs-or-similar-natiral features; provided, signs

denotlng asite of hlstonc significance may be allowed.

4. Signs which imitate traffic signals, traffic direction signs, similar traffic control
devices or emergency vehicle warning lights.

5. Temporary signs mounted upon trucks, vans or other wheeled devices. Signs
permanently painted on, or, otherwise permanently displayed upon a vehicle,
licensed and operating on the public streets and highways, identifying the owners
occupation or livelihood or personal signs not directed to business shall be
permitted as set forth herein.

6. Signs which make use of words such as “stop”, “look”, “danger” or any other words,
phrases, symbols, or characters in such a manner that is likely to interfere with,
mislead or confuse traffic.

/. Any sign containing obscene matter.

8. Any sign unlawfully installed, erected or maintained.

9. ‘A" Frame, “T" shaped or inverted “T" shaped signs, or any other signs not
permanently anchored or secured to the ground or a building in conformance with
the regulations set forth herein.

10.  Festoon signs.

11, Any sign not expressly permitted herein.

SECTION 1303 SIGNS IN AGRICULTURAL AND RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS

Signs in AG, SF, R-1, R-2 and R-3 districts shall pertain to permitted uses only and shall be located
upon the same property to which the sign relates, unless otherwise provided herein, and shall
conform with the following:

A. Home ldentification Sign

One (1) freestanding sign per dwelling indicating the property number, occupants name or
name of a permitted home occupation or limited business use shall be permitted. Such
signs shall not be illuminated, shall not exceed two (2) square feet in area, and shall not
exceed four (4) feet in height.
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Agriculture/Horticulture Signs

In the AG - Agriculture and SF - Suburban Farm districts one (1) sign advertising
agricultural and/or horticultural products grown on the premises shall be permitted in
conjunction with a temporary roadside stand. The sign shall not exceed sixteen (16) square
feet in area, four (4) feet in height nor be located closer than fifteen (15) feet to any property
line. The sign shall be erected not more than two (2) weeks prior to opening of sales and
removed within one (1) week of the end of sales.

Trespassing Signs



